Why Are Your Lights Flickering? 7 Causes That Need
Immediate Attention
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You’re sitting at home, enjoying a quiet evening, when suddenly your lights start flickering.
At first, it seems like a minor annoyance, but when it happens repeatedly, you start to
wonder—could this be a sign of a serious electrical problem? The short answer? Yes!
Flickering lights aren’t just a random occurrence; they can indicate underlying electrical
issues that need immediate attention.

At DK Electrical Solutions, we understand how unsettling and frustrating electrical
problems can be. Your safety and comfort are our top priorities, which is why we want to
help you uncover the reasons behind those flickering lights in your South Jersey home.
Here’s what might be causing them and when it’s time to call a professional.

Common Causes of Flickering Lights
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1. Loose Electrical Connections

One of the most common causes of flickering lights
is a loose connection somewhere in your electrical
system. Electricity needs a stable connection to flow
properly, and even a minor disruption can cause
intermittent flickering. If you notice lights dimming
when appliances turn on, or the flickering worsens
when you touch the light switch, this could be the
culprit.

What You Can Do:

Try tightening the bulb or replacing it with a new one.

If the problem persists, the issue might be deeper
within your wiring—this requires professional
attention.

3. Outdated Wiring

If your home is more than 30 years old, outdated
wiring could be to blame. Over time, wires
deteriorate, leading to poor connections that
cause flickering lights. More concerning, outdated
wiring can be a major fire hazard.

Warning Signs:

Burning smell near outlets.

Frequently blown fuses or tripped breakers.
Flickering lights that seem random and
inconsistent.

What You Should Do: Call a certified electrician
from DK Electrical Solutions at (609) 604-5325 to
inspect your wiring and determine if a full or
partial rewire is needed. Learn more about the
dangers of aluminum wiring and when
replacement is necessary.

2. Overloaded Circuits

Are your lights flickering when
you turn on the microwave or
vacuum cleaner? That could
mean your electrical circuit is
overloaded. In older homes, the
wiring may not be equipped to
handle today’s high-powered
appliances.

Signs of an Overloaded
Circuit:

Flickering or dimming lights
when appliances start.
Frequent tripped breakers.

A buzzing sound from outlets or
switches.

Solution: An electrician can
assess your home’s electrical
load and make necessary
upgrades to support your power
needs safely.

4. Weather-Related Issues

If your lights flicker during storms
or strong winds, external factors
might be at play. High winds,
lightning, or power line issues can
cause fluctuations in your home’s
electrical supply.

What You Can Do:

If your whole house experiences
flickering, it's best to call your utility
provider to report the issue.

For ongoing power surges, a
professional can install a whole-
home surge protector to stabilize
your electrical flow.

2/4


https://dkelectricalsolutions.com/aluminum-wiring/

5. Electrical Panel Problems

Your home’s electrical panel is like its
command center. If it's outdated,
overloaded, or failing, it can cause lights
to flicker throughout the house.

Signs of Panel Issues:

Breakers frequently trip.

A burning smell near the panel.

Scorch marks or unusual noises.
Upgrading your electrical panel ensures
a steady flow of power, reducing the risk
of flickering lights and electrical fires.
Learn more about when to upgrade your
electrical panel.

6. Utility Service Issues

Sometimes, the issue isn’t within your
home but with your power provider. If your
neighbors are experiencing the same
flickering lights, there may be a problem
with the electrical grid.

What You Can Do:

Check with your power company for
outages or service disruptions.

If flickering continues after power is
restored, have an electrician inspect your
home’s system for lingering issues.

7. Safety Concerns: Could It Be a Fire Hazard?

Flickering lights aren’t just annoying—they could signal a serious fire risk. Loose wiring,
overloaded circuits, or faulty electrical components can cause overheating, which may

lead to sparks or fire.
Immediate Warning Signs:

A burning smell or discoloration around outlets.

Lights that flicker across multiple rooms.

Frequent electric shocks when touching switches or appliances.
If you experience any of these, do not wait—call DK Electrical Solutions at (609) 604-

5325 for an emergency inspection.

Professional Solutions to Flickering Lights

We know how crucial a reliable electrical system is for your home’s safety and efficiency.
At DK Electrical Solutions, we provide expert troubleshooting and long-term solutions,

including:

1. Comprehensive electrical inspections.

2. Panel upgrades and rewiring.
3. Whole-home surge protection.
4. Custom lighting solutions.

We’'re here to ensure your electrical system operates safely and efficiently. If you're
dealing with flickering lights, consider scheduling electrical troubleshooting with our

experienced team.

Emergency Response: When to Call an Electrician

Some flickering light issues can wait, but others demand immediate attention. Call a

licensed electrician right away if you notice:

1. Smoke or burning smells from outlets or switches.

2. Sparks when plugging in appliances.
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3. Lights dimming across multiple rooms.
4. Circuit breakers constantly tripping.

Your safety is our priority. Our team at DK Electrical Solutions is ready to diagnose and fix
your electrical problems before they become hazardous.

Preventative Measures: Keeping Your Home Safe

You can take proactive steps to avoid flickering lights and other electrical hazards:

1. Schedule regular electrical inspections.

2. Avoid overloading circuits by spreading out appliance usage.

3. Upgrade old wiring and electrical panels before problems arise.
4. Use surge protectors to prevent power fluctuations.

Regular maintenance is key to ensuring your home’s electrical safety.

Take Action Today

Don’t ignore flickering lights! They could be warning signs of serious electrical problems
that put your home and family at risk. Whether you need a minor fix or a full electrical
upgrade, DK Electrical Solutions is here to help.

. Call us today at (609) 604-5325 to schedule an inspection and get a professional
solution you can trust. Let’s keep your home safe, bright, and powered efficiently!
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